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Infroduction

Technology is ubiquitous in our everyday life. We have countless interactions whether it be through
mobile apps, smart devices, or more traditional desktop systems. It is vital now more than ever that
these interfaces are designed with a deep understanding of the user, their desires and needs as well
as how these interfaces will impact society more widely.

This MSc combines core elements and skills to prepare you to work within user experience and
human computer interaction.

The Masters will use a combination of lectures, seminars and tutorials including self-directed and
autonomous learning activities to introduce students to principles, theory, practice and critique,
combining approaches from computer science and social sciences. Several modules will also utilise
e-learning tools and online content and delivery. A core part of the programme will involve you

Course Highlights

The programme is unique in Ireland,
harnessing world-class expertise to

explore the discipline of human-computer
interaction, from a social science perspective.
Students use social scientific approaches and
theory to inform the design of user-centred
technology interactions and to understand
the effect that design and technology
interaction has on people’s behaviours,
perceptions and emotions at an individual
and societal level.

using these knowledge and skills to conduct a leading research project in the area of HCI.

90 CREDITS [ 60 CREDITS + 30 CREDITS
Taught Masters [l Taught Modules Research/Design Thesis

All HCI students take a core 40-credits of
modules covering subjects foundational

to the field and profession of HClI,
complemented by 20 credits of elective
modules permitting students to shape their
own unique learning pathway, and in the
Summer Term, choose between HCI Thesis
and HCI Design Project modules providing
hands-on experience of HCI practice.

Course Content and Structure

Core Modules:

Option Modules:

+ Quantitative Data Analysis * Introduction to Cognitive Science
 Data & Society
» Communication Theory

» Creative & Interactive Media

* Research Theory and Practice
+ UXD: User-Centered Design
+ Research Methods

* Psychological Perspectives in HCI * Media Production Cultures

L « Information Ethics
* Topics in HC « Platform Governance

* Regulation and Emerging Technology
* Psychological Perspectives in HCI

+ Social Networks Online and Off

+ Language Models and Methods

« Al & Ethics

Please select one of the following modules:
+ HCl Thesis

Please see www.ucd.je/graduateadmissions - .
» HCI Design Project

fora full list of modules.

Why study at UCD?

Graduate Education

13,000 graduate students; 15%

graduate research, structured PhD’s.

Graduate Employability

Ranked no. 1in Ireland in QS
Graduate Employability ranking

Global Careers

Dedicated careers support; 2 year
stayback visa to work in Ireland

Global Community

10,000 international students and
300,000 alumni network across
189 countries

Global Profile

UCD is ranked in the top 1% of
higher education institutions
worldwide

Sustainability
UCD is ranked number one in

Ireland and 50th in the world for
Sustainability
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Career Opportunities

Human Computer Interaction is a hugely diverse area, with key skills applicable to a wide variety
of domains and is complimentary to degrees from the social sciences to design, computer science,
engineering, architecture, arts and the humanities among others. The MSc focuses on giving
students the skills to understand and problem solve around user and societal issues facing us in

an increasingly digital world. Dublin is one of Europe’s digital hubs, with leading international
technology companies such as Google, Facebook, Microsoft, PayPal, Yahoo, and eBay locating
headquarters in Dublin, with Intel and Apple outside Dublin. These companies rely on HCI expertise
when developing their interfaces, experiences and products.

Careers related to this programme include: User Experience Researcher; Interaction Designer; User
Interface Researcher; Conversation Designer; Media Analyst; Digital Policy Expert; Quantitative
Data Analyst; Product Designer; Ergonomic Specialist; and PhD Researcher in HCI.

About the School

The UCD School of Information and Communication Studies (ICS) is the |
only Irish member of the prestigious iSchools consortium, an international,
university-level organisation devoted to understanding the role of

information in society.

Applicant Profile

+ This programme is intended for applicants
with an undergraduate degree in any
discipline. An upper second-class honours
or international equivalent is required.

+ Applicants whose first language is not
English must also demonstrate English
language proficiency of IELTS 6.5 (no band
less than 6.0 in each element) or equivalent.

»  Names and contact details of two referees
who can assess their intellectual ability,
maturity and motivation.

+ Ooffers are made to suitably qualified
candidates on a first-come-first-served
basis so early application is recommended.
Entry to the programme is very competitive
and the number of places is limited.

EU Enquiries

UCD School of Information and
Communication Studies
+353 1716 8360
ics@ucd.ie
www.ucd.ie/ics
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Fees and Scholarships

Tuition fee information is available on
www.ucd.ie/fees. Please note that UCD offers
a number of graduate scholarships for full-time,
self-funding international students, holding an
offer of a place on a UCD masters programme.
Please see www.ucd.ie/global/scholarships
for further information.

Related Masters

+ MSc Information Systems

+ Grad Dip Information Systems

Non-EU Enquiries

Visas / Funding / Scholarships / Accommodation

internationalenquiries@ucd.ie
www.ucd.ie/global

Kayley Moylan
MSC graduate and
current PhD student

What led me to study the Masters in Human-
Computer Interaction at UCD was my interest
in looking forward into the future and seeing
how psychology fits into this new technology
space that is our world today — broadening my
perspective on design, algorithms, data, the
field of digital, and not just social, media. For
my Masters thesis project, | studied the ethical
implications of mental health chatbots, and
would love to see more people in the social
sciences and psychology getting into this field;
to do work that it is so very human-centred.

I found the culture within the Masters to be
incredibly friendly, everyone was really inviting,
and there was huge diversity. Faculty were just
so welcoming and approachable, you could
really delve into topics that you were interested
in, people are really driven, and the atmosphere
on-campus is really bright. The Masters in HCI
opened a lot of doors in terms of my future.

Who should apply?

People who are interested in the design

and use of computer technology, and the
interfaces between people and computers. HCI
studies the relationship between people and
technology to permit and advance the design
and evaluation of useful and usable applications
and systems. Those who are passionate

about innovative approaches to the design

of user-centred technology interactions and
the effect that design and digital interaction
has on people’s behaviours, perceptions and
emotions. All applicants should already hold an
undergraduate degree or postgraduate degree.

Apply Now

For further information on entry ®
requirements, fees, scholarships,
application process:

www.ucd.ie/apply

M UCD School of Information & Communication Studies (@ @ucdischool %€ @ucdischoool.bsky.social ¢® @ucdischool @ @ucdischool & UCDiSchool
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